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mation Act and human rights reports, we documented hundreds 
of SOA graduates involved in massacres, torture, and rape.
 
As word about this school of assassins (all paid for by U.S. taxpayers) 
began to spread around the country, a movement was born—a grass-
roots movement rooted in nonviolence and connected in solidarity 
with the suffering poor of Latin America.  It grew rapidly and became 
very diverse—made up of thousands of college students, parents, 
grandparents, veterans, religious, and others.  We worked hard at 
educating and lobbying our senators and representatives.

A growing number of members of Con-
gress called for the School’s closure when 
it was learned that SOA manuals advocated 
torture.  The Pentagon, realizing the days 
of their school were numbered, came up 
with a plan of changing its name.  By a 
close vote in Congress, SOA became the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Secu-
rity Cooperation (WHISC) on January 
17, 2001.  
 
No one was fooled.  It was a new name, but 
the same shame.  The late Rep.  Joe Moak-
ley of Massachusetts was right when he said 
that re-naming the school was like pour-
ing a bottle of perfume on a toxic waste 
dump.  The school is still deadly.  It’s still 
about men with guns, still about keeping 
the militaries of Latin America in power to protect U.S. corporations 
and sweat shops, and still about allowing the privileged to live very 
well off the backs of the poor.  
 
After the September 11 attacks, the commanding officer of Fort 
Benning and the mayor of adjacent Columbus said that the U.S. 
was at war with terrorists, and they requested that the SOA Watch 
call off its annual protest in front of Fort Benning.  But the tens of 
thousands in the movement said that it was more important than ever 
to protest.  After all, President Bush has repeatedly said that we are 
at war with terrorism, and should go after those training camps for 
terrorists wherever they are.  A good place to start is on our own soil 
at the SOA/ WHISC.

So on November 17-18, 2001, over 10,000 from all over the country 
gathered at Fort Benning’s main gate and said, “Not in our name!”  

Standing vigil, June 2000, US 
Courthouse, Columbus, GA


