And an observation from Fr. Jon Sobrino (the Salvadoran liberation
theologian who survived the Jesuit massacre in 1989 only because
he was out of the country at the time): “Those who respond to the
suffering of the poor often recover in their own life the deep meaning
they thought they had lost; they recover their human dignity by be-
coming integrated into the pain and suffering of the poor. From the
poor they receive, in a way they hardly expected, new eyes for seeing
the ultimate truth of things and new energies for exploring unknown
and dangerous paths....”

The theology of liberation and the theology of nonviolence together
can and will defeat the theology of Empire. I know that like I know
that the sun will rise in the east tomorrow morning. We just have to
figure out how to open up the space to permit that to happen, to be
able to receive the grace that is simply waiting to be unleashed. Ar-
ticulating and living the Gospel in peace and social justice work can
be formidably challenging if not outright tricky; few of us in North
America have ever been really exposed to the connection, at least in
the ways that Latin Americans have. [These are] more ways that the
impoverished peoples of those lands have untold wealth to offer us. Wi{
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