any denomination spoke out against the immorality of the Vietham war.
(This says something about the spiritual poverty of us all.) I had heard the
dissenting voices of clergy and laity at home, but I reasoned that they just
did not understand. Ironically, I had been the ignorant one, calling the
informed ignorant.

Now I spend the majority of my
time reading, writing, speaking, and
protesting about U.S. foreign policies
that create death, injury, and destruc-
tion—by direct and indirect interven-
tion—in Third World countries. Itis
typical in these countries for 1- 2% of
the population to control 90% of the
wealth, forcing the rest of the people
to live in what amounts to economic
slavery to assure the comfort of the
wealthy.

The poor majority live their short lives

on a mere survival level; they have little

to no health care or opportunities for

education. But those poor, whose lives

revolve around procuring daily nutri-

tional requirements for themselves and

their families, can endure only so much. !
.. one-year sentence at Federal Prison

Personal dlgnlty demands that they Camp Lompoc for civil disobedience at

fightfor theirlives, rather than gradually  Ft. Benning, GA

die of starvation and the diseases that

accompany malnutrition.

Charlie Liteky in 2001, after completing

What do we in the U.S. do for our impoverished neighbors to the south, to
help them in their daily struggle for survival? The U.S. government equips
and trains their militaries in state-of-the-art methods of counterinsurgency
(also called Low Intensity Conflict), designed to keep the poor in line. The
taxpayer pays for this military education. U.S. national interest is the
end that justifies any means, despite whatever policy makers might
say about the plight of the poor! Just as “whatever it takes” is often
used in the military when orders are given to carry out a mission, so
also foreign policy is drafted without scruples.

In 1990 I heard about the existence of a U.S. military educational
institution called the School of the Americas, located at Ft. Benning,
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