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“I enjoy a responsibility as a 
citizen of this country, and 
[further I want] to show an 
example to my three sons who 
are here and my grandchildren, 
that if something is wrong you 
must do what you can to set it 
straight.”
 
He continued: “When my wife 
and I went to El Salvador in ’87, 
we went to a church and there 
was a lady weeping about the 
death of her five sons.  They had 
all been killed by the military.  
She was saying in Spanish to us 
that she wanted us to become 
ambassadors of peace and go 
back to America and try to stop 
what was going on.  It was very 
emotional.”  Bill felt obligated 
to go onto the property of Fort 
Benning as her ambassador.  
 
Bill and I saw many of our constitutional laws broken during this sad
period in Central America.  We learned from an article in The Atlanta 
Constitution of 5,000  U.S. forces who fought secretly and illegally along-
side the Salvadoran military.  Some of those Americans died and were 
honored in a service at Arlington Cemetery in 1996.  The article said 
in part: “Reports of firefights involving U.S. troops were kept secret, 
and field commanders were told in no uncertain terms not to nominate 
soldiers for combat awards.”  I wrote a letter in response, published in 
The Constitution and titled “Political Tragedy”:  “The enemies targeted 
under this ‘heroic’ policy are an archbishop, six Jesuit priests, and the 
entire unarmed village of El Mozote.  As the awards were passed out, 
were some saved for the four American churchwomen who were raped 
and murdered by Salvadoran (and maybe U.S.) military ?” 
 
Sadly, Bill and I remember too well the terrorist hoses, dogs, and clubs 
used on nonviolent people of color in the ’50s and ’60s in America.  
Sadly, we remember protesting the illegal terrorist contra army, which was 
inflicted by the U.S. government on Nicaragua.  Sadly, we learned of the 
litany of death squad killings and human rights violations in El Salvador 
that were the result of terrorist training at the SOA/WHISC.

Lil and Bill Corrigan participate in an an-
nual November gathering at Ft. Benning.


