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I was with a combat infantry team that never saw combat.  We thought 
we were ready because we trained constantly in the mountains of Austria 
and along the Czech border in Germany.  We knew that if the Russians 
did come, they would roll over us.  None of us wished for war but we of-
ten said that, if it came, we were ready to die.  We had been programmed 
by our parents, school teachers, church, media, and government that 
the Godless Russians had a design on Western Europe and, once they 
secured that, conquest of the United States of America would follow.

It wasn’t until after my infantry experience that I began to question 
the United States’ motives and actions.  As a high school teacher in 
the ’60s, I began to assist students who (unlike myself when I was a 
high school student) began to ask why we were killing people far from 

Gilroy and friend place machine gun near the Czech border.


