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The Making of a War Resister 
Jack Gilroy

Jack Gilroy joined the Naval Reserve while in 
high school and afterwards was discharged to 
allow his enlistment in the U.S. Army Infantry.  
After Army and college, Jack taught high school 
in upstate New York.

During the Vietnam War, Jack was told to 
“love it or leave it,”  so Jack, his wife Helene, 
and four children emigrated to Australia 
where Jack taught high school in New South 
Wales.  After shaking up the NSW Education 
Department with anti-nuke activities, Jack real-
ized his real mission was to love his country and 
raise hell at home.  He has been doing that ever  
since.                                             

On September 11, 2001, I was in federal prison serving a six- 
month term for protesting the teaching of terror by the United  
States government.  My conviction was not for a felony but for 

a criminal misdemeanor—which was actually a petty offense.  On two 
occasions, I had walked across a white line at the roadway entrance to 
Fort Benning, Georgia.  My first offense was carrying a coffin filled 
with petitions to close the United States Army School of the Americas 
(SOA).  A few years later, I walked onto the post carrying a cross bear-
ing the name of Maria Sanchez—a Central American woman,  one of 
thousands of Latin Americans killed by graduates of the SOA.
 
Allenwood Prison Camp was my third federal prison since my sen-
tencing in Columbus, Georgia.  I was assigned to a job cutting metal 
pipes and flat iron frames for the Allenwood Federal Penitentiary.  
One of the guards told us of the attack on the Twin Towers.  By the 
end of the day the shock of the event was vibrating throughout the 
prison camp.  By the following morning, I was called into a prison 
office and asked bluntly: “What does your organization think about 
yesterday’s attack?” 
 
I told the prison case manager that I couldn’t speak for the School 
of Americas Watch, but if he wanted to know what I thought of the 
attack, I’d be glad to speak to the issue.  I noted the horror of the crimi-
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