force. In fact, Korean poverty is nothing compared to Nicaraguan
poverty. Nicaragua was unlike other Central American countries in
the 1980s, in that it was not SOA-trained government troops but
U.S.-backed rebels (or contras) who carried out their long nightmare
of slaughter and destruction—but the purpose and result were the
same.

The analysis of western culture which I began by reading those
magazines in Germany has helped me see the way U.S. power works.
The number one U.S. export is militarism—by weapons and train-
ing when that will suffice, as in Central and South America; and
by troops when the U.S. public screams for obvious blood, as in
Afghanistan.

The U.S. government is willing to do whatever it takes to keep the
world’s goodies disproportionately flowing in, so that U.S. citizens
can eat strawberries in January and pumpkins in June; drive behe-
moth gas-guzzling SUVs and live in huge, overheated, suburban
mansions; and most especially so a few U.S. citizens can get ob-
scenely wealthy, and the rest of us can dream of doing so. There is,
of course, poverty in the U.S. (and I am not in any way blaming the
poor here), but our culture grotesquely overconsumes.

One way 1
have chosen
to practice the
real patriotism
of challenging
my country to
rise above its
baser instincts,
is to risk arrest
by trespassing
and speaking
out at places
which embody
U.S. abuses of
power. I have

fost track of Ellen Barfield and Brian B tt test th inst Af
en Barfield and Brian Barrett protest the war against Af-

the number ghanistan at the Maryland Air National Guard Base near

of my arrests  Bajtimore, October 15, 2001.

now, but it is

around thirty. Many of these actions—Ilike numerous times at the
Nevada nuclear weapons test site, and several years at the SOA/
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