bombed the presidential residence; tortured, raped, and murdered
thousands; and sent many (including my friend) into exile. The
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet, who then assumed power, dis-
patched agents to foreign countries (among them the United States),
to assassinate those exiled Chilean nationals whom Pinochet saw
as threats.

Sadly, what the U.S. aided and abetted in 1973 in Chile represents
only a small portion of a much larger picture of domestic as well as
international terrorism, stretching back in history to the genocide
practiced by the military of our country against its indigenous popu-
lation (millions of whom have died). Sadly, too, the violence and
destruction currently meted out by our military in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Colombia, and Vieques (to name a few) could beget more reciprocal
violence from desperate people. I believe that Jesus’ command—to
love your “enemies” and do good to those who hate you—provides
the only answer to the horrific cycle of violence now engulfing the
entire human family. 2D

Peter De Mott delivers peace message to crowd, January 1996.
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