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might be thinking about objecting.  In February 2005, I received an 
honorable discharge and all of my veterans’ benefits.  And I can never 
be called back into service for any reason.

Now I feel obligated to shed some light on conscientious objection, 
and the fact that mine is one of the few stories to come out of this 
conflict with a happy ending.  There are many reserve and guard units 
facing two years of mobilization.  Citizen-soldiers with jobs and fami-
lies—soldiers who signed on for one weekend a month and two weeks 
a year—are being kept overseas for up to 18 months.  Every active-duty 
division is in some stage of the deployment process, whether they are 
in Iraq or Afghanistan, have just returned, or are about to go.  So, 
within a 36-month period, a soldier can spend more than 24 of those 
months in a combat zone. Many of them are doing so right now.  

But the biggest secret of all is the stop-loss program.  Under stop-
loss, the government can hold soldiers with certain job specialties 
(or all soldiers, if they so choose) indefinitely.  All branches of service 
have implemented the stop-loss, but the Army’s far exceeds all the 
rest.  This program stands in sharp contrast to the idea of a volunteer 
military: you’re not a volunteer if you’re being held against your will, 
are you?

Godspeed and safe return to all my brothers- and sisters-in-arms in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and all over the world. 

Michael with sisters and mother
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